[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.png]il

INTERNATIONAL
B L | ] )]
s P O R T §
FEDERATION




InvitaTION
TORBALL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
23-27 February 2004. Buenos Aires, Argentina

Hosted by: Argentine Blind Sports Federation F.A.D.E.C

SCHEDULE

	 
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	 
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28

	Arrival
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Classification
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Technical Meeting and draw 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Training
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Opening ceremony
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Competitions 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Final and Semi-final Competitions 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Closing ceremony
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Departure
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


ARGENTINA

Capital city: BUENOS AIRES
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Located in South America, and thus, in the southern hemisphere, Argentina has an area of almost 3.8 million square kilometers, 2.8 on the continent – approximately 54% are plains (grasslands and savannahs), 23%, plateaus, and the other 23%, mountains - and the remainder in the Antarctic. Its capital city is Buenos Aires.

Climate

The country’s territory offers a wide variety of climates: subtropical in the North, sub-Antarctic in the southern Patagonia, and mild and humid in the Pampas plains. Media temperature from November to March is 23° C, and 12° C from June to September. 
In the city of Buenos Aires, during the month of February the weather is hot and wet and media temperature is 28ºC. 

Population

Argentina’s current population is more than 36 million inhabitants, almost half of which live in the city and the province of Buenos Aires. 95% of the population is white and most are descendants of Italians and Spaniards. As a result of the massive European immigration, the white and Indian half-castes were slowly reduced and at the present they amount only to 4.5% of the population. 

Currency

The official Argentine currency is the Peso. There are bills of 2, 5, 10, 20, 50, and 100 pesos, and coins of 1 peso and 1, 5, 10, 25, and 50 cents. The exchange rate is:

1 US$  =  $ 2.97
1 €        = $  3.55

Transport

The City of Buenos Aires is a cosmopolitan and modern urban center, where every day millions of persons, among them tourists, come and go either to work or to visit the city. It is for that reason that the transport system provides mutliple options, such as a subway network, more than one hundred bus lines and a taxi fleet reaching all points in the City, with a wide rage of prices and extended and flexible timetables.

Visitors from the rest of the world are welcomed at Ezeiza International Airport, located 15 minutes away from downtown through a highway. This airport provides taxis, private cars (locally called “remises”), buses and minibuses 24 hours a day. 

 Travelling through Buenos Aires is very easy. Its five subway lines (commonly known as “subtes”) converge upon downtown, the main touristic and hotel area. The subway is the fastest means of transport making it the choice for the porteños. It is connected with the main avenues and railway and bus stations. The schedule is from Monday to Saturday, from 6 am to 11 pm and on Sundays from 8 am to 10 pm. The fare is flat (0.70 cents) and payable at the ticket offices located in the different stations. Each ticket may be used to go to any point of the city, even for long trips combining several lines. 

Taxis are another good option to go through the City of Buenos Aires, with a fleet of more than 32 thousand cars. The fare is composed of an initial price and an additional value charged according to the distance covered and time elapsed. The fare is viewed on the taximeter that displays $ 1.12 when the trip begins and adds $ 0.14 every two hundred meters (about two blocks).

The bus (called “micro” or “colectivo”) is a fast and inexpensive transportation for those already lodging in the City. This is one of the most commonly used means of transport to go through the Capital and the Greater Buenos Aires. Users of most bus lines wait for no longer fifteen minutes and trips, including those to more distant areas, take no more than 40 minutes. The service is available 24 hours a day. The fixed fare is 0.80 cents. 
Geography

Argentina’s main characteristic is the enormous contrast between the immense eastern plains and the impressive Andes mountain range to the west. This is the frontier with Chile and boasts the highest peak in the Western hemisphere: the 6,959 m high Aconcagua.
From Jujuy to Tierra del Fuego, the Andes present marvelous contrasts: the Northwest plateaus, the lake region, the forests and glaciers in the Patagonia.
To the north, Chaco is a forested area linked to rivers Bermejo, Salado and Pilcomayo.
Between the Paraná and Uruguay rivers, the Argentine Mesopotamia (provinces of Entre Ríos, Corrientes and Misiones) is formed by low hills, where pools and marshlands evidence the ancient courses of these great rivers. In some places within the subtropical rain forest, there are fissures which provide such spectacular phenomena as the Iguazú Falls.
The Pampas, in the center of Argentina, is the largest and best-known area of plains. Agricultural and livestock activities are performed in this area, which includes the province of Buenos Aires, the northeast of La Pampa, the south of Córdoba and south of Santa Fe. To the south, the plains give way to small hills in Tandil and de la Ventana, and to the west, to the Córdoba hills.
Towards the south, from the Andes to the sea, there appear the sterile and stony plateaus of Patagonia, swept by the wind during most of the year. The Atlantic coast, lined with high cliffs, forms massive indentations like the Peninsula Valdés, with its spectacular and unique colonies of sea animals.

To learn more about Buenos Aires and Argentina, visit

www.turismo.gov.ar 

www.buenosaires.com
FADEC
Argentine Blind Sports Federation
Torball in Argentina:

This sport started to be developed in Argentina when in 1989 Professor Enrique Viste brought to FADEC for the first time a ball obtained during a Technical Seminar in Switzerland. 

In 1990, started the promotion of this sport and in 1991 the Latin American Championships of Blind Sports was held. This was the first international event with the inclusion of Torball where teams from Chile, Brazil, Paraguay and Argentina participated. 
Since 1994, every year there is a National Championships and two local or metropolitan events in Buenos Aires with the participation of approximately 15 teams. 

In 1995, a team made up of Swiss and German players together with the IBSA Technical Director Marcus Schenker gave the first Seminar for Referees Training in Buenos Aires.

In 2001, the Argentine National Team could participate in the 1º Torball World Championships thanks to the collaboration of the Pro-Torball Association. In the years 2000 and 2003 Prof. Christl Daentler gave several courses and today we have many international classifiers in the country. 

Finally, today we are happy to be able to host the 2º World Championship in the city of Buenos Aires.
Tourism
Based on the competition schedule, City tours around the city of Buenos Aires are foreseen.

Hotels and Tourism after the World Championships 
Contact Mr. Ariel Kind from the following travel agency:

Tower Travel

Av. Cordoba 657 Piso 5

(1054) Capital Federal

Republica Argentina

Tel. 54 11 5217-7455

akind@towertravel.com.ar
www.towertravel.com.ar
Arrival and Departure

All teams will be welcomed at:

Ezeiza International Airport “Ministro Pistarini”
Tel: 54-11-4480-2573
The organizing committee will be waiting for the teams at the airport. 

Accomodation
The teams will be accommodated in:

Circulo Militar

Subsede Olivos 
Address: Libertador 2100 (20 blocks from the competition venues) 
Tel: + 54 -11 45121270 / 71

Located in an area of 100 square meters, this hotel is part of a private club. All the facilities including swimming pools, solarium, bar and a big park extending until the River Plate will be enjoyed by the teams.
The hotel has apartments with 2 rooms for 2 or 3 persons with bed, closet, desk, night table, air conditioning and bathroom. Each stage has a wide living room with sofa, chairs, tables and TV. This hotel will be used exclusively by the teams participating in the World Championships. 

Venue 1

CENARD (High Sports Performance National Centre)

Address: Crisólogo Larralde 1050 

Buenos Aires

Main court, accreditation and information office, ophthalmologic classification, meetings, lunch. 

Venue 2

Club Ciudad de Buenos Aires

Address: Crisólogo Larralde and Libertador 
Buenos Aires (200 meters from the main court).

Alternative court for classification .

Training:

On Monday 23rd, there will be training session schedules in both venues for the teams to familiarise with the acoustics and surface of the courts. The following days, there will be an alternative gym with the same floor of the competition venue to organize training schedules. 
Free access to Internet:

In the CENARD, there is the CAID, (National Centre of Sports Information) with 3 free Internet access computers. 
Work-out Gym:

In the CENARD there is also a work out gym which could be used by the teams. 
Medical Service: 
The delegations should have a medical insurance from their country of origin for all the players in case of accident, surgery, etc. Only in the competition venue we have first aid services for urgencias during the game. The organizing committee will not be responsible for the lack of previous medical insurance. 
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